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The Republic, since its establishment on the
fourth of September, 1870, may feel proud of
what has been accomplished in chemical science.
Adolph Wurtz, one of the most brilliant of
French chemists of modern times, declared that
chemistry is a French science, founded by
Lavoissier of immortal memory. The French
chemists of the Republic have well illustrated the
fact that chemistry is also a continuing French

science,"

Pasteur did a large amount of work as a
chemist for which he never received any credit;
but he is accounted everywhere one of the
greatest figures of the scientific world. He
effectively opened the new world of invisible
life, opened the way for Lister's great antiseptic
work, practically saved French sericulture, found
a scientific way to exterminate anthrax, and
finally made his last great discovery of anti-
rabies vaccine. The frequency of hydrophobia
in Europe gave a greater significance to his cure
for one of the most dreaded of diseases. His
great contribution to science does not consist
in this or that particular discovery, but in the
fundamental new principles which he introduced
into medicine, surgery, hygiene, and the sciences
of life. There is not a civilised country where
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